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Market growth strengthens in August
· New car registrations rose 6.0% in August to 67,006 units
· This was the second successive month of growth and builds on the 2.4% gain in July, as the scrappage incentive schemes continues to influence the market positively
· Registrations from private buyers and of small cars were again up strongly in August
· Outlook for growth in key September market and new ‘59’ plate 
“New car registrations in August increased for the second successive month, providing welcome news for the UK motor industry. The scrappage incentive scheme is having a positive impact but with consumer and business confidence still fragile, there remain significant risks ahead. It is essential that these early signs of recovery are sustained into 2010,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.

Monthly average new car CO2 performance – January 2008 to August 2009
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Private - purchased by an individual for personal use 

	August
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	67,006
	25,231
	40,999
	776
	35,694
	29,147
	2,165

	2008
	63,225
	28,028
	34,690
	507
	23,717
	37,189
	2,319

	% change
	6.0%
	-10.0%
	18.2%
	53.1%
	50.5%
	-21.6%
	-6.6%

	Mkt share '09
	
	37.7%
	61.2%
	1.2%
	53.3%
	43.5%
	3.2%

	Mkt share '08
	
	44.3%
	54.9%
	0.8%
	37.5%
	58.8%
	3.7%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	1,149,110
	491,837
	649,553
	7,720
	543,007
	546,344
	59,759

	2008
	1,464,124
	632,349
	820,927
	10,848
	619,457
	754,314
	90,353

	% change
	-21.5%
	-22.2%
	-20.9%
	-28.8%
	-12.3%
	-27.6%
	-33.9%

	Mkt share '09
	
	42.8%
	56.5%
	0.7%
	47.3%
	47.5%
	5.2%

	Mkt share '08
	
	43.2%
	56.1%
	0.7%
	42.3%
	51.5%
	6.2%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	August
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Focus
	4,366
	
	1
	Fiesta
	69,948

	 
	2
	Fiesta
	2,968
	
	2
	Focus
	60,241

	 
	3
	i10
	2,431
	
	3
	Corsa
	51,576

	 
	4
	Corsa
	2,031
	
	4
	Astra
	36,052

	 
	5
	Golf
	1,832
	
	5
	Golf
	31,824

	 
	6
	207
	1,558
	
	6
	207
	27,461

	 
	7
	3 Series
	1,482
	
	7
	Insignia
	23,998

	 
	8
	Astra
	1,355
	
	8
	3 Series
	21,981

	 
	9
	Insignia
	1,334
	
	9
	MINI
	21,156

	 
	10
	Yaris
	1,331
	 
	10
	A3
	21,146


Scrappage scheme contributes further to market recovery
· The market performed better than expected in August, turning a forecast 6.0% decline into a 6.0% increase. This largely reflects the positive impact of the scrappage scheme, borne out by the growth in private demand and for small, predominantly petrol, cars.

· Despite growth, the 2009 August market was still over 10,500 units below the 2007 outturn and 15.0% off the 78,800 market averaged between 1999 and 2008.

· August typically accounts for just 3.3% of annual new car registrations. September, with the plate change, accounts for an average of 17% of the market. The recent success of the scrappage scheme suggests volumes should rise from last year’s very weak showing. 

· Registrations over the first eight months of 2009 remain down 21.5% or 315,014 units, and over the past 12 months volumes have fallen by 530,125 units.

· Private demand rose by 50.5% in August, albeit on a weak 2008 performance. The increase is significant, with volumes boosted by the scrappage scheme.

· The mini and supermini segments once again showed surging growth, up 252.8% and 16.9% respectively in August. Sports and dual purpose segments also recorded strong growth, up 25.8% and 10.1% respectively, in the month.

· The Ford Focus was the best selling model in August, ahead of the Fiesta and Hyundai i10. Ford’s Fiesta was the best seller over the year-to-date.   


Notes:


At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe’s largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 by Q1 2009 has been cut by 19% since 1997.


The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT website �HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications"�www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.
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The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


September 2009 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00 am 6 October 2009








